Mission Statement
	I chose to teach young children because I have always admired their innocence and light. Children have an inherent gift for creativity, curiosity, and pure joy wrapped in a small and vulnerable package. They need and deserve to be protected, respected, and loved. As an educator and caregiver, I want to give my love and attention to all the children I can and be the support they need. As the NAEYC put it, “Educators who engage in developmentally appropriate practice foster young children’s joyful learning and maximize the opportunities for each and every child to achieve their full potential” (NAEYC, 2020). 
	Children learn best through play and firsthand experiences. To reference the Reggio Emilia approach, the environment is one of children’s best teachers, and the role of the adult is to provide a warm and welcoming environment that fosters the child’s curiosity and exploration (Biermeier, 2015). This environment gives children the opportunity to explore and develop through free and structured play experiences alone and with others. The positive relationships they form with the adults and their peers promote social skills like collaboration, empathy, and conflict resolution. 
	As a teacher/caregiver, it is my job to create an environment where children feel safe and heard. Children have few opportunities to be autonomous and independent, and I want to support them in exploring their interests and developing self confidence and competence. As I mentioned above, the environment is the best teacher and should be engaging and developmentally appropriate for the children involved. I will be intentional and mindful in how the classroom is set up by having specific centers like dramatic play, blocks, art, quiet/reading, and sensory play. I will be sure to get to know each child and incorporate pieces of them in the classroom like their names, their work products, and their specific interests. Every child deserves to feel like they belong and are valuable parts of a whole.
